
WHAT IS AUTISM?

At Speechcare, we take a Neurodiversity
Affirming Approach to assessment. This
means that we treat families and the
person being assessed as the expert on
their own experience. We also recognise
both the strengths and challenges that
the person is experiencing.

A Neurodiversity Affirming
Assessment process is a vital starting
point for identifying your own or loved
one’s strengths and challenges, without
framing the person as "broken" or
focusing on problems.

This means that it is a safe and positive
experience for individuals who
demonstrate traits of Autism and other
neurodevelopmental differences.

Autism is a type of brain development that can
result in differences in:

language and social interaction
thinking style and processing of information
sensory processing and emotional regulation

Autism refers to a range of communication and
behaviour patterns that present differently in
each individual.

The medical diagnostic term used in Australia
for Autism is "Autism Spectrum Disorder" or ‘ASD.’

WHAT DOES AN AUTISM
ASSESSMENT AT SPEECHCARE LOOK
LIKE?

WHAT DOES AN AUTISM
ASSESSMENT AT
SPEECHCARE INCLUDE?
90 minute Initial Consultation:

Case History, Background
Information
Review of reports and
documentation,
Questionnaires, follow-up
with teachers and/or other
professionals

90 minute Assessment:
Scoring and interpretation
of screening tools and
questionnaires.

Comprehensive Report

1 hour Information & Feedback
Session to discuss assessment
results, recommendations

HOW DO I GET ACCESS TO SERVICES?
A referral is not required to see a Speech Pathologist for an autism
assessment.  Anyone can self–refer to our service.

If a Paediatrician has referred/is referring your child to Speechcare for an
Autism Assessment, you may be eligible for a                          rebate.
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CAN YOU GIVE MY CHILD A DIAGNOSIS OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

No. The National Guidelines for Assessment and Diagnosis of Autism
Spectrum Disorders in Australia (Autism CRC) state that no singular
assessment tool should be used in isolation in the assessment and
diagnosis of Autism.

Information should be gathered from a range of sources and considered
as part of a team-based approach. At Speechcare we help you and your
family gather this information so that it can be considered with other
members of a diagnostic team. This may include a Psychologist and a
Paediatrician or Psychiatrist. 
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WHAT ASSESSMENT TOOLS ARE USED?

At Speechcare we use the Monterio Interview Guidelines for Diagnosing the
Autism Spectrum – Second Edition (MIGDAS-2) along with a range of
screening tools and questionnaires relevant to the individual being
assessed. 

This means that we:
use preferred topics and sensory materials, 
reduce the demands of social communication and other tasks, and; 
gather information that will help us describe a person’s unique way of
experiencing and relating to the world. 

For more informationFor more information
or to bookor to book  

Phone: 073395 4400Phone: 073395 4400  
OR scan the QR codeOR scan the QR code  

Lifetime Speech & Language Services PTY LTD T/A Speechcare
ABN 85635256487
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INTRODUCING OUR ASSESSING CLINICIANS

I have over 20 years experience in developmental paediatrics. I
gained my qualifications in New Zealand and spent some time
working for the NHS in the UK before moving to Australia 15 years
ago as senior speech pathologist to one of Brisbane's first
purpose built centre of excellences for autistic children.
I have always had a special interest in ASD and now enjoy
contributing to differential diagnosis for Autism as part of a
multidisciplinary team alongside Paediatricians, psychologists
and Occupational therapists. I am particularly skilled in
completing dynamic, comprehensive, informal assessment,
having worked with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population for the past 10 years, where culturally responsive
practice and delivering family centred services is key. I feel
strongly about celebrating neurodiversity as part of my practice,
reassuring families and helping them understand that different
brains think and process information in unique ways. 
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I have over 12 years’ experience working with autistic and
neurodivergent clients, employees and families. 
I have worked in Australia in private practice and in education in
the UK, working alongside specialist teachers, learning support
staff, teacher aides and therapy assistants and working in
inclusion support services in education and workplace settings.
I prioritise trauma-informed care and affirming and educational
approaches to assessment for communication differences and
disorders. I am an advocate for the different thinkers of the world
and ensure that the assessment process is a positive,
empowering experience that recognises each family and each
person as valued and unique. 
 I am skilled in understanding and explaining how different
brains work, and educating others to foster connection, no
matter their communication preferences and abilities. I provide
family supports in mealtime management and sensory feeding
difficulties. 

II provide affirming and strengths-based assessments to
support the autism diagnostic process (see the Resources page
for more details about Gold Standard Autism Assessment). With
a focus on prioritising the lived experience of the people I work
with, I empower clients to be confident in their communication
and identity.
I work closely with children experiencing difficulties and
differences with communication and provide treatment that
champions their unique strengths. I have a special interest in
speech-sound difficulties, language difficulties, gestalt
language processing and neurodiversity affirming practice.
I have participated in training focused on the impact of trauma
and trauma-informed therapy. I have completed training to
understand and provide therapy to children with Persistent Drive
for Autonomy (PDA) profiles.

Fiona Falvey- Henderson (BA, BSpPath, CPSP)

Kate Ledingham (BBus, MSPathStud, CPSP)

Daisy Finlay (BLangLing, MSPathStud, CPSP)
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