
Learning to read, particularly in the early stages, is essentially ‘cracking
a code:' understanding the relationship between the sounds we hear
and the letters we see. Systematic Synthetic Phonics has overwhelming
worldwide research evidence supporting its effectiveness in teaching
our children how to read. 
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Systematic is the relationship between letters and sounds which
are taught in an organised and logical sequence. Your child's
knowledge is built from the simplest and most common
letter/sound combinations to the most complex and less common 

Synthetic is combining several individual units into a whole, for
example segmenting and blending sounds to make words. It does
not mean ‘fake.'

Phonics is identifying the relationship between the letters of the
alphabet and their corresponding speech sounds. 

Essentially Systematic Synthetic Phonics teaches your child how to
sound out words which is directly taught in a structured and
sequenced program. Your child’s skills are practiced by reading
decodable texts which align with their current ability level. 

A key requirement of Systematic Synthetic Phonics. If your child
attempts to read beyond their abilities, this encourages them to use
alternative reading strategies, such as guessing from pictures or
context. These are not effective long term reading strategies and teach
bad habits. 

It is vital that all students' reading development be supported by
schools implementing a comprehensive, evidence-based literacy
program which includes Systematic Synthetic Phonics instruction,
decodable readers, and a language-rich environment.

WHAT IS SYSTEMATIC SYNTHETIC PHONICS? 

mailto:admin@speechcare.com.au
http://speechcare.com.au/


876 Old Cleveland Road, Carina QLD 4152
admin@speechcare.com.au
speechcare.com.au 07 3395 4400

C
RA

C
KI

NG
 T

HE
 R

EA
D

IN
G

 C
O

D
E 

Evidence-based – supported by current, independently reviewed
research
Explicit and direct instructions – highly structured learning
environments incorporating both verbal and visual learning
supports 
Strengthen knowledge through practice – prior learning is
reinforced and built upon through practice 
Sequential – targets are taught an organised, planned sequence
Repetitive – frequent review of learnt concepts to ensure retention 
Systematic Appropriate pace 
Comprehensive literacy program including all concepts; phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and oral
language Regular assessment to ensure concepts are learnt and
retained

EFFECTIVE SYSTEMATIC SYNTHETIC PHONICS PROGRAMS 

(SOURCED FROM HTTPS://DSF.NET.AU/PROFESSIONALS/TEACHERS-AND-
TUTORS/SELECTING-AN-INTERVENTION-PROGRAM)

ALL CHILDREN BENEFIT FROM THE EXPLICIT, SYSTEMATIC
AND SEQUENTIAL PHONICS INSTRUCTION, SOME CHILDREN
MORE THAN OTHERS, IN THEIR QUEST FOR READING
SUCCESS.

EXAMPLES OF DECODABLE READERS 

EXAMPLES OF SYSTEMATIC SYNTHETIC PHONICS PROGRAMS 

Sounds-Write
Cracking the ABC Code 
Reading Doctor 
Letters and Sounds 
Jolly Phonics 
Little Learners Love Literacy 
MiniLit, and InitialLit Foundation/Years 1 & 2 
Get Reading Right Sequence 1 & 2 

Phonics Books UK – Dandelion, Dragon Eggs,
Moon Dogs, Magic Belt
Wushka 
Jolly Phonics Readers 
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