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All effective reading programs include five fundamental skills which
must be directly taught in a systematic and sequential program. These
interdependent skills are essential for your child’s success as an
independent reader.

1. LISTENING AND HEARING THE SOUNDS IN SPEECH

To be a successful reader, your child’'s ability to listen to speech and
understand that words can be broken down into single speech sounds
(phonemes) and that these sounds can be connected to alphabetic
symbols is a vital first skill. For example, the word ‘cat’ is made up of
three sounds k-a-t. This is known as phonemic awareness.

Why is phonemic awareness important?

These skills are the single best predictor of your child’s future reading
success. Your child’s ability to develop more complex skills like
sounding out words (decoding) depends on a strong understanding of
sounds they hear in words.

How is phonemic awareness taught?
Teaching your child to think about and play with sounds in speech, this
is achieved by explicitly teaching the following skills.

e Segmenting — breaking the word apart into its individual sounds. For
example, the word ‘bat’ can be broken down into the sounds b-o-t.

e Blending — identifying individual sounds then saying them as a
complete word. For example, the sounds b-a-t put together
produce the word ‘bat’.

e Manipulating - playing with words by changing an individual sound
within that word to make a new word. For example, the word “bat’ if

the b’ sound is changed to the ‘s’ the new word is ‘sat’.

LEARNING TO READ.
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2. CONNECTING SOUNDS TO THEIR CORRESPONDING LETTER SYMBOL OR
SYMBOLS

English has 26 letters that approximately represent 44 different speech
sounds. Your child’'s ability to make connections between these letters
or letter combinations and sounds they hear is known as phonics.

Why is phonics important? To be able to make connections quickly
and easily to the letter symbol or symbols and sounds is another key
skill to your child's learning to sound out words.

How is phonics taught? Systematic Synthetic Phonics

3. READING ALOUD THAT IS NATURAL AND EFFORTLESS

When your child’'s reading becomes smooth and accurate, at a good
pace, and with expression, the early reading skills explained albove have
bbecome automatic. Your child is now recognising and comprehending
words at the same time. This is known as fluency.

Why is fluency important? Once fluency is achieved, your child’s
memory can focus on comprehension.

How is fluency taught? Practice, repetition, and watching successful
readers read aloud.

LEARNING TO READ.
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4. VOCABULARY

The bank of words with known meaning that are stored in your child’s
memory and used for commmunication. Often broken down into four
types: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Why is vocabulary important? Early readers recognise words they have
read by connecting them with the knowledge they have gained through
listening and speaking. If this connection is made, the words on the page
make sense and your child keeps reading.

How is vocabulary taught? Your child learns vocabulary indirectly by
learning new words through everyday experiences. Vocabulary can also
be taught through directly- targeted teaching of new and specific words.

5. COMPREHENSION

Comprehension is understanding what has been read. Comprehension
is the pinnacle of a successful reader. It is achieved when all other
fundamental skills are mastered.

Why is comprehension important? Understanding what you have read
and being able to remember and communicate this information to
others is a skill that supports many areas of our lives across our lifespan,
not just within the school curriculum.

How is comprehension taught? Your child’s comprehension is based on
their abilities of the other four skills. A number of strategies are taught
explicitly that develop comprehension. These include: monitoring
comprehension, learning cooperatively, graphic and semantic
organisation, group discussion to further develop understanding of the
story structure and build ability to summarise.

READING TO LEARN.
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