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Learning to read is an essential life skill: A vital part of your child’s
development. Without this skill, challenges arise which affect many
areas including education and learning, employment, self-esteem,
relationships, participation, and independence.

The human brain is not hardwired to read like it is to speak, listen, and
understand. We know that early literacy skills are vital building blocks for
future reading success.

Early literacy skills are an awareness of words, sounds, and language
before we can read and write. You can develop your child's early
literacy through such activities as, shared book reading, pointing out
print in the environment, singing nursery rhymes, access to pencils,
chalk or crayons, and encouraging your child to tell stories. However,
these skills alone are not enough for most children to become future
successful readers.

Reading is tricky. It is a process that requires instruction and involves
lots of different factors. Many areas of our brain work together to help
us to read. Approximately 95% of children are cognitively capable of
becoming independent readers, yet success relies heavily on direct
instruction. The amount of instruction varies for each child as shown
overleaf.

LEARNING TO READ IS NOT
A NATURAL PROCESS.
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THE LADDER OF READING
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What is a successful reader?

A successful reader is someone who understands what written words
mean. To become a successful reader, your child must master both
areas outlined below.

Word Recognition: knowing how to sound out words into single sounds

Language Comprehension: an ability to derive meaning from spoken
words

THE SIMPLE VIEW OF READING (GOUGH & TUMNER, 1986).

Once your child has learnt to read (aka mastered word recognition).
They have the tools they need to read more, opening the world to them.
This is when your child knowledge of language is expanded, they are
introduced to new words and more complex sentences, growth in the
way they think and imagine. This is stage of reading is known as
reading to learn.
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