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Bilingual Language Assessments

What is a Bilingual Language Assessment?

A bilingual assessment means that both languages are assessed and the results
are compared. This helps to understand if a bilingual child or adolescent is

experiencing difficulties in one or both languages.
Who completes a bilingual language assessment?

A Speech-Language Pathologist who is fluent in multiple languages is the most

appropriate professional to complete a bilingual speech /language assessment.

What happens?
The Speech Pathologist will:

- Talk with you to learn about your languages and how they are used and
understood at home.

- Complete a language assessment in English.

- Complete a language assessment in the 'home language’ or first language’.
- A parent/carer or translator may be required/used in the assessment to
translate certain assessment tasks into the child's home language.

How do | access services?

A referral is not required to see a Speech Pathologist.

Anyone can self-refer to our service.

There may be some Medicare rebates available. Consult your GP or Paediatrician
before attending if you would like to know more about
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Oliver is a multilingual speech pathologist who is
fluent in English, Cantonese (E& %), and Mandarin
(EE58). Oliver graduated from the University of
Queensland with a First Class Honours in his Bachelor
of Speech Pathology in 2018.

In 2022, Oliver established Talk2connect Speech
Pathology on the Gold Coast. He has worked

extensively with people with disabilities from various

cultural backgrounds in the community on speech,
language, literacy, fluency, and Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC).

Oliver also supervises student clinicians as a clinical

educator at Southern Cross University.

A parent, carer or translator may be required to translate

some assessment tasks into your child's home language.
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Why does a bilingual language assessment cost more?

Bilingual assessments take longer and are more complicated. They require
more assessment, more scoring, more analysis and more reporting.

The Speech Pathologist will discuss all concerns with you and initiate a plan for
assessment, including fees.

*The number of assessment sessions required is dependent on a child's
presenting concerns, for example, language AND literacy will require specific
assessments. c =™
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Can you give my child a diagnosis of Language Disorder or Delay or
Speech Disorder?

Yes. Speech Pathologists are the only health professional qualified to assess,
diagnose and treat speech and language disorders. We also have specialist
knowledge in the assessment and treatment of written language difficulties
(literacy).

What happens afterwards?

A comprehensive Report will be compiled outlining observations, assessment
scores/evaluations and recommendations.

It may be recommended that the child commence speech therapy and the
Speech Pathologist will discuss therapy options if/as required.

It is recommended that school/childcare be provided with a copy of the Report to
inform teachers & educators how best to support the child's language
development in the educational setting.

It is also recommended that the Report be shared with the child's medical/allied

health team.

Note: If application for NDIS funding is in process or being considered, a report

will be required to support your application. m
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